
Good morning. L 'shona tova tik a tei vu means "May you be inscribed in the book of life." 
I hope it will be a good, productive, and healthy New Year! Rosh Hashanah celebrates the birthday 
of the world; a beginning of another year with fresh possibilities, the chance to start off on a new 
path. Today represents a beginning for all of us, with new opportunities to improve ourselves and 
our world. Healing the world is a Jewish doctrine. In Hebrew, that concept is called tikun olam. In 
our modern day that would include humane treatment for animals, environmentalism, genuine 
compassion and many other approaches to make the world a better place because we are here. 

In recent years, we have seen too much violence, hatred, anger, greed from both rich and poor, 
rampant crime, terrorism, cruelty and sadness. Where was God? Where is God? Is there a God? 

In this age of science and technology, we want answers. Some find God; others seek; some 
have given up the search. No matter where you stand in your pursuit of meaning and 
understanding, Rosh Hashanah is a gift, a time to take inventory, a time for self-examination, a 
chance to judge yourself. What have I done? What am I doing? Could I do better? 

Rosh Hashanah demands that we try to do better; whatever we do is never good enough. On 
Rosh Hashanah it is written; on Yorn Kippur, it is sealed: Who shall live and who shall perish. But, 
life and quality of life are different. We have choices; we choose what our days on earth will be; 
we can make life a blessing or curse. 

What values do we hold? How do we take care of ourselves? Do we welcome the stranger? Do 
we uphold the Ten Commandments? Do we treat friends and family the way we'd want to be 
treated? 

The days from Rosh Hashanah to Yorn Kippur are an opportunity for self-assessment. How do 
you measure up? How close to the perfect mark are you? Are your goals realistic? There are no 
easy answers, but this is a time to set aside to find the Power that will help you understand and 
enter a New Year with a new attitude, new hope. The challenge is Awesome! 

In Judaism, we say, "Our service continues ... " because we never stop praying. We read the 
Torah. Written in Hebrew, those scrolls hold the words of the first five books of the Hebrew Bible .. 

As soon as we finish reading the last word of the Torah, we start again with the words, "In the 
beginning ... " Let us continue. 
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The spirit of wisdom and understanding. 

The spirit ofinsight and knowledge. 

The spirit of knowledge and reverence. 

May we overcome trouble, pain and sorrow. 

May our days and years increase. 

Amen. 

Amen. 

Amen. 

Amen. 

Amen. 

Eternal our God and God of our people, renew us for a good year. 
Amen and amen. 

We are committed to making these open services happen every year and from generation to 
generation. Contributions are appreciated but not required. 

We will have a memorial service next week. Please sign up to let us know the names of those 
who have passed away only in this past year, so that we can honor their names at next week's 
virtual Yizkor service. 

Yorn Kippur service is from 1 until 2 o'clock. 

On this Rosh Hashanah, we are thankful for the time we spent together in 

prayer and song and meditation. We pray that we may remember tomorrow what we 

have thought about today. In nine days, it will be Yorn Kippur. Let us use 

these days wisely, to study and prepare for the coming Day of Atonement. May 

the Lord bless us and keep us from this day forth. 

Happy New Year! 

Closing Hymn 

Ein Keiloheinu 

Ayn kay lo hay nu, Ayn ka do nay nu 
Ayn k 'mal kay nu, Ayn k 'mo shee ay nu, 
Mee chay lo hay nu, Mee cha do nay nu, 
Mee ch 'mal kay nu, Mee ch 'mo shee ay nu. 
No de lay lo hay nu, No do la do nay nu, 
No de /'ma/ kay nu, no de /'mo shee ay nu. 
Bo ruch E lo hay nu, Bo ruck A do nay nu, 
bo ruch Mal kay nu, Bo ruch Mo shee ay nu. 
At ta hu E lo hay nu, At ta hu Ado nay nu, 
At ta hu Mal kay nu, At ta hu Mo shee ay nu. 

God Bless America! 
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